
NEWDIGATE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

                            Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Monday 10 February 2020 at 8pm at Newdigate Village Hall 

 

Present: Mr Bill Kear (Chairman), Mr Phill Crutcher, Mr Harmsworth, Mrs Sarah MacDonald, 

Mr Richard Tyson-Davies, Mr Peter Perdue, Mr Nick Procter, Mr Robin Gardner,  

Mr John Sage 

 
1. Apologies for Absence:  Mrs Helyn Clack (SCC), Mrs Lesley Bushnell (MVDC) 

 
2. Declarations of Interest:  Mr Crutcher (MO/2019/2199) 

 
3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13 January 2020:  The Minutes were 

proposed by Mr Crutcher, seconded by Mr Gardner, and agreed by all present. 
 

4. Matters Arising: There were no matters arising. 
  

5. English Rural Housing:  Mr Nick Hughes, Regional Development Manager from English Rural 
Housing (ERH), spoke about the work they do to provide small developments of affordable 
housing in rural villages, generally no larger than 6 to 8 dwellings per village. Mr Hughes 
explained that Homes England (previously known as the Housing Corporation) regulates the 
variety of homes and ERH provides a housing manager to supervise each scheme. The 
process from start to finish takes around 3-4 years depending on several factors. ERH have 
borrowing facilities and funds to acquire sites and look at exception sites outside villages i.e. 
agricultural, so they are not competing with commercial developers.  It was suggested that 
there is also a need for sheltered housing in the Village.  Mr Hughes said ERH do not provide 
that type of dwelling because a minimum of 40 dwellings would be necessary to employ 
wardens.  The Chairman thanked Mr Hughes for attending the meeting and giving such a 
helpful talk about the work of the ERH. 
 

6. Community Police Report:  Mr Perdue had attended a Rural Crime Engagement meeting on 
22 January and produced a report.  Police numbers are now being increased and it is hoped 
there will be a corresponding improvement in police response to reports of rural crimes and a 
greater conviction rate.  Mr Perdue said he had recently noted an increased presence of plain 
clothes police in the area.  The crime report for the period 14 January to 10 February listed the 
following matters: neighbour dispute; domestic incident; residential burglary, tools stolen from 
workshop; theft; vehicle theft, index plates stolen; 2 attempted residential burglaries, no access 
gained; 2 thefts, van driven into a yard, filled up with metal and driven off.  Other incidents 
reported:  pony and trap racing on the A24 holding up traffic heading for Newdigate; suspicious 
white transit driven into a yard and when approached made off at speed; men turned up on a 
site stealing from a skip.   
 

7. Correspondence and Reports: 
  
7.1 Newdigate Brickworks Nature Reserve:  Mr Kear said he had met up with a 

representative of Surrey Wildlife Trust.  They are interested in working with the Parish 
Council and will be coming to the next Parish Council meeting. 
 

7.2 Traffic Calming:  Mr Procter said a proposal for next steps had been put together 
following the recent traffic survey carried out by the Parish Council, which had taken in 
the earlier findings of the 2020 Consultancy report.  The need for a serious review is 
supported by a significant number of residents and approval from SCC will be sought for 
Newdigate to have its traffic calming updated.  There are three proposals which the 
Parish Council will take forward, with the support of County Councillor Helyn Clack: (i) 
extension of the 30mph limit; (ii) reduction of the speed limit within the centre of the 
village to 20mph; (iii) installation of raised speed tables or cushions at three locations 
within the new 20mph zone.  When the current speed limits have been reduced, it may 
then also be possible to set up a Speed Watch scheme.  The full report is available on 



the website.  The 30mph speed stickers had been distributed to residents to place on 
their wheelie bins and it was hoped that these would prove effective in reminding driver 
about the speed limit. 

 
7.3 Housing Conference 6 February:  Mr Harmsworth had attended the Community-Led 

Housing Conference on 6 February at Denbies.  The conference was aimed at raising 
awareness of community-led housing schemes including the key elements required, the 
five stages of a project, who would be involved, and guidance from other organisations. 
Mr Harmsworth had produced a report for Councillors and suggested that a group be 
formed to work with Surrey Community Housing Partnership with the aim of providing a 
small mixed development in the Village.  The first task would be to look for suitable 
sites.  Mr Kear said he understood a suitable site might be available shortly.  It was 
suggested that a representative from Surrey Community Action be invited to speak at a 
future meeting of the Parish Council.   

 
7.4 Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) Membership.  The question of whether 

the Parish Council should continue its joint membership of CPRE had been raised.  
Most parish councils in Mole Valley do not hold joint membership which costs £36 
annually. Mr Tyson-Davies said the CPRE had written helpful letters in the past to 
support local campaigns to prevent developments in the Green Belt.  It was agreed by 
all present that joint membership should continue. 

 
7.5 Youth Club:  A request for assistance had been received from volunteers to support the 

introduction of a Youth Club and allow use of the Village Hall free for 3 months. It was 
agreed that this was a very worthy project and financial support should be provided to 
assist with start-up costs, including insurance of £101 and some equipment.  A 
contribution of £250 was proposed by Mr Kear, seconded by Mr Crutcher, and agreed 
by all present.  

 
7.6 Litter Picking:  The Keep Britain Tidy Campaign, known as the Great British Spring 

Clean, runs from 20 March to 13 April this year.  As part of this event, it was agreed that 
Newdigate would run a Litter Pick on 28 March. Mr Crutcher said he would organise 
this, including provision of equipment, and asked for more volunteers to join the team.   

 
7.7 Tree Planting Scheme:  Surrey County Council had produced a comprehensive 

document entitled Highway Tree Planting and Verge Enhancement Schemes in which 
they state:  “SCC has a number of pressures on the Highways budget but will consider 
locations proposed by individuals as well as groups.  Fees to cover administrative costs 
are payable by applicants, currently set at £25 … Where the site is suitable but SCC are 
unable to fund the tree planting, individuals and groups are encouraged to raise the 
funds to ensure the planting can be progressed … SCC cannot undertake the ongoing 
maintenance of a young tree and volunteers will be required to regularly water the tree 
in its first two years …”  The Parish Council agreed that the Horticultural Society should 
be asked to look at these proposals.  

 

7.8 Welcome Evening for New Residents:  It was reported that a welcome evening for 
new residents had not been held for some time.  Following discussions, it was proposed 
by Mr Tyson-Davies, seconded by Mr Crutcher and agreed by all present that this 
should be arranged as soon as possible.  Mr Tyson-Davies said he would look into the 
various options for dates, locations, participants, and report back to the next meeting. 
[Date/venue now arranged: Friday 17 April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.] 

 
8. Finance 

 
Bank Balances (reconciled) at 31 January 2020 

  Current Account         £100.00 
  Reserve Account    £20,618.70 
 Payments 10 February 2020 
  Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign        £10.00 
  Mr N Procter, Traffic Survey stationery        £68.58 



  Mr R Allen, Website support 3 months £90 
  Inv.384. Email facility 1 yr £21, Inv.367      £111.00 (inc VAT £3.50)    

  Clerk Salary          £587.20 
  Clerk Allowances           £41.67 
  HMRC tax          £146.80 
     Total Payments      £965.25 
 
Payments were proposed by Mr Harmsworth, seconded by Mr Perdue, and agreed by all 
present.  Cheques were signed by Mr Kear and Mr Crutcher. 
 

9. Planning & Highways 
 
9.1 Planning Applications to be considered: 

MO/2019/1794. 18 Becket Wood, application for a certificate of lawfulness for proposed 
development in respect of the erection of a shed. This was noted. 
MO/2019/2199. 28 Becket Wood, application to erect a single storey side extension. 
The site had been extended by the purchase of a farmer’s field which was agricultural 
land.  It was pointed out that the proposed extension would be located on that extended 
area which is agricultural Green Belt.  Several applications had been made and refused 
previously and it was recommended that this application be refused. 
MO/2020/0025. Partridge Cottage, Partridge Lane, application to convert a brick- built 
store/garage into a one-bedroom dwelling.  Concern was expressed that the 
store/garage once converted to a dwelling might be disposed of as a separate dwelling.  
It was suggested that if permission is granted a condition should be applied to ensure 
that the new dwelling remains within the curtilage of the main building.   
MO/2020/0075. Old Brewery Cottage, Parkgate Road, application to erect a single 
storey rear extension. After discussion it was agreed to recommend approval of this 
application. 
 

9.2 Trig Street footpath/bridleway:  Mr Tyson-Davies explained the current situation 
regarding the funding needed to upgrade the Trig Street footpath to an all-weather 
bridleway. £40-50,000 is needed to progress this scheme and various options had been 
under consideration since the last meeting. The European Development Fund will only 
provide assistance if new employment opportunities are provided; the Postcode Lottery 
do not provide financial assistance to parish councils; the London Marathon Charitable 
Trust had turned down a funding request as the project is not suitable.  However, Surrey 
County Councillor Mrs Helyn Clack was very supportive and might be able to assist.  It 
was also hoped that the parish councils would be able to make a contribution from their 
CIL funds.   
 

9.3 Gatwick update: (i) Mr Procter reported that Route 4 is currently going through the 
necessary channels for it to be formalised as an airspace change. It is designated as a 
redesign of Route 4 RNAV Standard Instrument Departures (SIDs). Two workshops 
have been attended and the Parish Council recommendation was for the new SID that 
provided positive and predictable dispersion of aircraft over the village. This new SID 
will redefine the Noise Preferential Route (NPR). Objections are being made to the 
redesign as it effectively moves the NPR to the North. It will however ensure that planes 
fly the historical pre-2012 recorded flight path that was the basis of the Plane Justice 
Judicial Review. The PC will be kept updated on the progress of the change. It is 
unlikely to be concluded during 2020. (ii) Gatwick is still proceeding with the revision to 
the Emergency Runway to the North of the existing runway to bring it into full time use 
as essentially a second runway. Objections are being raised by most of the communities 
around Gatwick due to increased aircraft noise and lack of any further infrastructure to 
accommodate increased passenger numbers. (iii) Of more immediate concern is 
Gatwick's proposal to increase the throughput of aircraft by greater usage of the runway 
during the non-peak times. Again, no extra infrastructure is planned to be put in place. 
This is already being challenged by the surrounding Councils and other pressure 
groups.  Mr Procter will be attending a round-table meeting of parishes to discuss the 
Gatwick Northern Runway Expansion on 25 February and report back to the next 
meeting of the Parish Council.  



 
 10 Public Comments & Questions 
 

• A resident questioned the spending of so much money on a footpath when no more 
than 3 horses a year are seen in Newdigate.  Mr Tyson-Davies said the footpath once 
upgraded could also be used by cyclists, mobility vehicles and all year walking and the 
reason why there were few horse riders in Trig Street is because it is so dangerous at 
the moment. Mr Harmsworth said he liked the concept, but had concerns about where 
the footpath/ bridleway ends, at one of the most dangerous parts of Trig Street.  He said 
that as a horse rider he would not want to use it.  Mr Gardner said he had concerns 
about the proposal because he had experience of the difficulties caused when horse 
riders, cyclists and walkers use a footpath/bridleway at the same time.  Mr Crutcher said 
SCC would say whether the footpath/bridleway was safe and until or unless SCC offer 
funding nothing can be done.  

 

• A new resident asked where the allotments are and if any are available.  Mr Kear said 
the allotments are in Underhill Road, near Bob’s Shop, and John Hanson would be able 
to help with availability. 

 

• A resident asked when the Parish Council are notified about planning applications.  It 
was explained that these come through every Friday and those applications received 
the previous Friday would be discussed at a separate planning meeting, date to be 
arranged.  [A Planning Committee meeting will take place on 24 February.] 

 

• Residents mentioned several highway problems. A deep hole in Partridge Lane had not 
been repaired and cones had been placed to warn drivers but these had been crushed.  
There was a tree across Hogspudding Lane and it was recommended that a report be 
made to Surrey Highways.  The manhole cover in Partridge Lane continues to leak 
water over the road, Surrey Highways are aware of the problem and have investigated 
it; the water company and BT are also aware of the problem but do not believe there is 
anything they can do to stop the leakage.  The clerk will contact Surrey Highways again 
for an update on these matters. 

 

• A resident asked if any traffic calming measures had been considered for Hogspudding 
Lane.  It was explained that Highways apply certain guidelines, such as the frequency 
and density of properties on a stretch of road, when considering whether to reduce the 
speed limit to 20mph.  The resident suggested that Slow signs would be helpful.  
Another resident said the 30mph stickers on wheelie bins on bin collection day were 
effective. 

 
 11  Any Other Business:  
 

• Mr Crutcher asked who owned the oak trees outside the school as they could present a 
danger in high winds. Mr Kear said a report should be made to Surrey Highways on their 
website.  
 

• Mr Perdue asked if the Parish Council were in favour of having in-service training 
offered by SALC and all present agreed to this proposal.  Mr Perdue said he would 
progress this with SALC. 

 

• The clerk said she had forwarded Mole Valley’s Local Plan to all Councillors and asked 
if the Parish Council wished to make a joint response to the consultation.  Mr Tyson-
Davies said he would draft something for the next meeting. 

 
 

The meeting ended at 9.25pm. 


