
NEWDIGATE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

                             Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Monday 13 January 2020 at 8pm at Newdigate Village Hall 

 

Present: Mr Bill Kear (Chairman), Mr Phill Crutcher, Mr Harmsworth, Mr Richard Tyson-

Davies, Mr Peter Perdue, Mr Nick Procter, Mr Robin Gardner, Mr John Sage 

In Attendance:  Mrs Lesley Bushnell (MVDC), Mrs Helyn Clack (SCC) 

 

1 Apologies for Absence:  Mrs Sarah MacDonald, Mrs Mary Huggins (MVDC) 

 

2 Declarations of Interest:  Mr Kear (MO/2019/1910), Mr Crutcher (MO/2019/2121), Mr 

Harmsworth (MO/2019/2110) 

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9 December 2019: The Minutes were 

proposed by Mr Kear, seconded by Mr Harmsworth, and agreed by all present. 

 

4 Community Police Report:  Mr Perdue gave the meeting details of the latest Police 

Report which lists the following crimes: Adult sheep killed by what is believed to be a 

dog; Victim bitten while trying to break up a fight between two dogs; Two domestic 

incidents; Theft of chainsaws, leaf blowers and other equipment from a locked container; 

Suspects fishing on private property; Items stolen from derelict building; Window broken 

on unoccupied residence.  The report lists 10 Incidents as follows: Suspicious 

circumstances (3); Vehicle nuisance (2); Road traffic collision damage only (1); Police 

stop (1); Road related offence (1); Concern for safety (1); Domestic incident (1).   

 

5 Matters Arising  

5.1 Outdoor Gym. Mr Harmsworth said the Community Centre are considering options 

currently. 

5.2 Newdigate Brickworks Nature Reserve.  Mr Kear said he had a meeting arranged 

with the trustees at the end of the month.  Mr Crutcher said there had been a 

working party at the Nature Reserve the previous day.  A resident said a lot of work 

had been done by two working parties in the previous two weeks. 

 

6 Villages in Bloom:  Very early planning will be necessary if Newdigate wishes to take 

part in Villages in Bloom this year.  Mr Kear asked if anyone at the meeting was 

interested in taking on this project, but no interest was shown. 

 

7 Correspondence and Reports  

7.1 A letter to all Parish Councillors had been received from SCC Cllr Mary Lewis 

asking for support in the provision of services for children and young people, 

including those in foster care of whom there are nearly 1,000 in Surrey.  There are a 

further 620 care leavers aged 18-25 for whom SCC has a responsibility to support.  

7.2 SSALC Survey.  Mr Perdue undertook to complete this survey on behalf of the 

Parish Council. 

7.3 Possible setting-up of a District Association of Parish Councils.  There had been a 

varied response from other parish councils to the suggestion of joint meetings.  The 

consensus was that if an agenda of mutually interesting items could be put together 

then a meeting could be arranged.   

7.4 Emergency Plan.  The draft emergency response plan put forward in November was 

agreed and adopted.  This will be available on the website. 



7.5 Nick Hughes of English Rural Housing has agreed to address the February meeting 

of the Parish Council. 

7.6 The Ride London Survey is an opportunity for the public to say if they wish this 

event to continue for another 5 years from 2021 to 2015.  Surrey residents who may 

enjoy or be inconvenienced by the extensive road closures, which are organised for 

the convenience of cyclists and to facilitate their enjoyment of their annual “weekend 

in the country”, are asked to complete the survey by 16 February.  This is available 

on the Surrey County Council website: surreycc.gov.uk.  If Surrey residents decline 

the honour of hosting this event, an alternative host will be sought for 2021. 

7.7 The SCC Budget for 2020-21 was published on 9 January.  Councillors had 

received this document and noted its contents. 

 

8 Finance 

8.1    Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting on 6 January 2020. 

8.2    Precept request for 2020-2021; 2 Councillors to sign form. 

8.3    Section137 Resolution to contribute £250 towards Judicial Review. 

Items 8.1, 8.2 and 8.3 were proposed by Mr Crutcher, seconded by Mr Gardner, and 

agreed by all present.  Mr Kear and Mr Crutcher signed the Precept request. 

8.4    Bank Balances at 31 December 2019 

     Current Account        £100.00  

  Reserve Account                  £22,774.18 

           £22,874.18 

  8.5    Payments 13 January 2020 

  Clerk Salary      £587.20 

  Clerk Allowances      £41.67 

  HMRC tax     £146.80 

  NCC Hall Hire Inv.2376 Jul-Dec  £176.00 

  Mulberry & Co, Internal Audit Inv.5700 £207.54 (inc VAT £34.59) 

  Newdigate Good Neighbours Voluntary  

     Transport Scheme start-up costs         £1,000.00 

  Weald Action Group, Judicial Review           £250.00 

    Total Payments         £2,409.21 

Payments were proposed by Mr Perdue, seconded by Mr Kear and agreed by 

all present.  Cheques were signed by Mr Kear and Mr Crutcher. 

 

9 Planning & Highways  

9.1 Planning Applications had been discussed by the Planning Committee earlier, see 

the minutes of that meeting for details: MO/2019/2225 St Peter’s Church, 

MO/2019/2243 & 2265 Keepers Cottage, MO/2019/2174 18 Becket Wood, 

MO/2019/2121 Melton Hall Farm, MO/2019/2110 Village Stores, MO/2019/1910 

Thatch House, MO/2020/2267 Brocus, MO/2020/2191 Berry's Farm 

 

9.2 Mole Valley Draft Local Plan. The draft plan had been published and was due to 

be considered at MVDC meetings on 14 and 28 January.  One site in Newdigate is 

included as a possible location for housing, the area behind the Six Bells public 

house.  Public consultation will start on 3 February and end on 23 March. 

Several locations will have exhibitions to enable residents to see all the documents 

and proposals:   

Beare Green Village Hall, 20 February, 3 – 7pm 

Ockley Village Hall, 21 February, 3 – 7pm 

Capel Village Memorial Hall, 25 February, 3 – 7pm 

Leigh Village Hall, 28 February, 3 – 7pm 



Dorking Christian Centre, 15 February, 1 – 5.30pm & 6 March, 4.40 – 8.30pm 

Pippbrook Dorking, 9.30am – 1.30pm 

Other venues are: Hookwood, Ashtead, Leatherhead and Bookham. 

 

9.3 Road Safety Survey:  Mr Procter produced a summary report on the Newdigate 

Village Road Safety Consultation and thanked residents for their responses.  

Discussions will now take place with Surrey Highways and nearby Parish Councils 

to formulate a plan of action based on the results of the survey.  Mrs Clack will set 

up a meeting with Highways and the report will be published on the website.  Mr 

Crutcher thanked Mr Procter for his good work on this project.   

 

9.4 Gatwick update:  

(a) The Parish Council has put in its response to the Route 4 flight path review and 

suggested the widest swathe route as the most suitable.  This would create the 

least amount of disturbance to residents.  Mrs Clack said that the CAA had now 

published their draft implementation plan which recommends that Route 4 should 

return to a more northerly route.   

(b) There is a round table meeting to discuss the use of the northern runway on 25 

February.  An increase of 12 million passengers a year is planned by Gatwick on 

the existing single runway and the GACC have therefore written to all affected host 

county and district councils asking local government leaders to write to the 

Secretary of State to refer for further scrutiny. 

 

10 Public Comments & Questions: 

(a) A resident was concerned about the recent build-up of leaves on the pavement 

outside the school.  Mr Gardner said they had been cleared away 3 weeks earlier.  

Mrs Clack said the streets were cleaned by the District Council and the gullies by 

the County Council. 

(b) Mr Gardner said it would be helpful if the County Council could let residents know in 

advance when the drain cleaners are coming so that people can move their parked 

cars before the drain cleaners arrive.  Mrs Clack said she would confirm dates with 

the Clerk. 

(c) Mrs Bushnell asked if there was any historic knowledge about the underlying cause 

of the Kingsland flooding.  SCC Highways have done all they can to keep 

waterways clear.  No-one was able to assist with information about this problem. 

(d) A resident said there was currently a lot of damage to signs, footpath fencing, and 

netting.  Whether this was caused by the heavy rains alone was not clear.  Mrs 

Clack recommended that all such problems should be reported on the SCC website.    

 

11 Any Other Business (to be considered at a future meeting):  None.  

 

 

The meeting ended at 8.40pm. 


