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 NEWDIGATE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Monday 9 December 2019 at 8pm at Newdigate Village Hall 

 

Present: Mr Bill Kear (Chairman), Mr Phill Crutcher, Mr Harmsworth, Mrs Sarah MacDonald, 

Mr Richard Tyson-Davies, Mr Peter Perdue, Mr Nick Procter, Mr Robin Gardner,  

Mr John Sage 

 

1 Apologies for Absence: Cllr Helyn Clack (SCC), Cllr Mary Huggins (MVDC). 

2 Declarations of Interest:  None.  

3 Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 November:  The Minutes were proposed by Mr 

Crutcher, seconded by Mr Sage, and agreed by all who had been present at the meeting. 

4 Police  

4.1       Community Report: The report for the 4 weeks since the last meeting listed 

several incidents including one ‘crime’ described as a ‘domestic incident’.  Other 

incidents were as follows: concern for safety where a child was reported missing 

but officers found the child safe at home; a stop check on a vehicle showing as 

uninsured; two domestic incidents; ‘suspicious activity’, a man sleeping in a car 

on a bridle path off Partridge Lane, two civil disputes; and a car which came off 

the road and into a ditch at Partridge Lane, no injury suffered.      

4.2       Home Office Consultation on Unauthorised Encampments: The Home Office 

has recently issued a new consultation on strengthening police powers to tackle 

unauthorised encampments.  The National Association of Local Councils is 

asking parish councils for their views on 16 questions; this was NALC’s response 

to the April 2018 consultation:  

• All cases of unauthorised encampments should be treated as trespass 

and be criminalised. 

• The police should have the power to direct trespassers to leave land as 

soon as it has been determined they are there illegally. 

• The police should be able to take action regardless of the number of 

vehicles in the unauthorised encampment. 

• Principal authorities should have the power to demand the police attend 

as soon as an unauthorised encampment appears and to claim back costs 

incurred repairing damage caused. 

5 Matters Arising  

5.1 Outdoor Gym:  Mr Harmsworth has received further information about outdoor 

gym equipment.  The land where the equipment could be installed belongs to the 

Newdigate Community Centre.  Mr Harmsworth said this would be discussed at 

the Community Centre meeting the following week.  

5.2 Newdigate Brickworks Nature Reserve: Mr Kear said he had a meeting with Mr 

Thornton from the Wildlife Trust and a further meeting was being arranged with 

the Trust’s chief executive in January. An application for funding improvements to 

the Nature Reserve may be made to the Gatwick Foundation Fund. 

6 Correspondence and Reports 

6.1 The Playground Inspection Report had been received from Mole Valley.  This 

highlighted areas that need attention. It was agreed that the report would be 

considered by the Community Centre Committee at their next meeting. 

6.2 Correspondence had been received from the English Rural Housing Association 

following attendance by Parish Councillors at a recent event.  An indication from the 

current District Council is awaited as to their thinking on the subject of making 

pockets of land available for low cost housing development. It was agreed that a 
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representative of the ERHA should be asked to attend a parish council meeting in 

February to give a presentation about how rural housing can be developed.   

6.3 The Power for People organisation had written asking for support for the Local 

Electricity Bill. If made law, the Bill would empower local communities to sell 

locally generated clean energy directly to local customers.  Councillors did not 

think there was any likelihood of electricity being generated in the local area.  It 

would not be possible to have windmills so close to Gatwick and previous 

planning applications for fields of solar panels had been turned down. 

7 Finance 

7.1 The interim audit took place on Friday 3 December and the auditor’s report had 

been circulated. The auditor confirmed that all major areas highlighted for action 

in the previous report had now been dealt with satisfactorily. Mr Kear proposed, 

Mr Harmsworth seconded, and all agreed that the report be adopted. 

 7.2 Bank Balances at 30 November 2019  

     Current Account        £100.00 

                         Reserve Account (reconciled)          £23,545.80 

                                £23,645.80 

Receipts since previous statement 

Bank interest                   £3.82 

Payments 9 December 2019 

  Clerk Salary      £587.20 

  Clerk Allowances      £41.67 

  HMRC tax     £146.80 

    Total Payments             £775.67  

Payments were proposed by Mr Harmsworth, seconded by Mr Perdue and 

agreed by all present.  Cheques were signed by Mr Kear and Mr Crutcher. 

8 Planning & Highways  

8.1      Planning Applications considered: 

MO/2019/1984: 1 Orchard Cottages, Ewood Lane; MO/2019/200: 2 Orchard 

Cottages, Ewood Lane. There was no objection to these two applications for 

permission to erect single storey side extensions.  

MO/2019/2009 Land South of Blanks Lane: Erection of a new agricultural barn, one 

poly tunnel and a steel mesh chicken coop.  Several councillors were concerned 

that this proposal represented creeping development. It was agreed that an 

“Agricultural Assessment” should be requested before a decision is made. 

8.2 Horse Hill Drilling, Legal Challenge: A request had been received from a local 

resident for Parish Council support for a proposed Judicial Review of Surrey County 

Council’s decision to permit drilling at Horse Hill.  The Parish Council wrote to 

Surrey CC in April asking them to halt drilling at the Horse Hill site and refuse a 

planning application until the reasons for the earthquakes could be established with 

scientific certainty.  Mole Valley District Council also wrote to Surrey CC in February 

asking them to consider several matters including the potential impacts on 

surrounding residents and communities.  However, the application for four additional 

wells at Horsehill was subsequently approved.  £25,000 is needed to launch the 

Judicial Review.  The Parish Council decided by a vote of 5 to 4 to contribute £250 

towards the cost of the Judicial Review, which is being undertaken on the basis that 

proper consideration for residents’ concerns was not given by Surrey CC before it 

made its decision. 

8.3 Road Safety Survey: Mr Procter said a good response to the Road Safety Survey 

had been received from residents. There is a lot of support for a reduction in the 

speed limit to 30 mph throughout the village and up to the end of Broad Lane, 

Blanks Lane and Parkgate Road.  There is also support for a permanent 20mph 

limit in Village Street, and a fair amount of support for a pedestrian crossing on 
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Village Street, although this would be expensive. There is support for improvements 

to the Henfold Lane junction but again this would be very expensive. Some speed 

reduction methods are only possible with street lighting and this is not something 

that residents support.  Setting up a Speed Watch scheme might present some 

problems unless more volunteers can be found. Mr Perdue said the Police consider 

a team of 20 is needed to set up the scheme.  A full report is being prepared and it 

is hoped this will be available for the next meeting.   

8.4 Gatwick Consultations: Councillors had attended several meetings regarding the 

Gatwick flight path consultation and the planned expansion of airport activities.  

Even without using the emergency runway, a significant increase in flights using the 

main runway is planned.  Mr Procter gave an outline of the current situation and 

said he would be sending his comments to Gatwick on the various proposals 

regarding the redesign of the flight path.  The desired outcome would be for planes 

to fly in a more dispersed pattern and at higher altitudes, which would be quieter for 

residents. The public consultation regarding the flight paths finishes at the end of 

January.  

9 Public Comments & Questions   

(i) A resident said there had been a meeting about Neighbourhood Speed Watch at 

Hogspudding Lane 3 years ago attended by SCC Cllr Helyn Clack, MVDC Cllr 

Corinna Osborne-Patterson and the Police, together with local residents.  A list of 

volunteers willing to take part in a Speed Watch scheme was compiled at that time 

and it was suggested that Mrs Osborne-Patterson may have a copy of that list.  

(ii) A resident said road safety problems arise because of the width of some vehicles 

and the narrowness of the roads.  There was a brief discussion about this and it was 

suggested that it would not be possible to ban vehicles because of their size.  

(iii) A resident said two of her relatives worked at Gatwick and there is a lot of work 

going on to create extra airport bays currently. There was a discussion about the 

increase in flights using the main runway.  This will involve more new passengers 

than the development of the emergency runway.   

(iv) A resident asked if Gatwick or the CAA had mentioned the fact that the NPR was 

worked out 60 years ago. Mr Procter said Route 4 was flawed for modern aircraft 

and that is why they are designing a new NPR.  Mr Tyson-Davies said new planes 

are getting quieter, older planes are being retired, and Gatwick are now charging 

airlines if they use planes that make more noise.   

(v) A resident said there seemed to be a lot of talk about re-wilding and going back to 

nature.  If work to tidy up the Nature Reserve is carried out, it would be going 

against the current fashion for re-wilding.  Mr Kear said it would not be the Parish 

Council’s decision as it is run by Surrey Wildlife Trust which is doing a plan for the 

next 5 years.   

(vi) A resident was concerned about unauthorised encampments.  In some areas 

travellers purchase a site, put static caravans on the land and then apply for 

retrospective planning permission. Sometimes travellers are allowed to remain on 

sites without permission.  It was pointed out that this will be considered as part of 

the consultation currently being conducted by the Home Office. 

(vii) A resident warned that the Crawley household rubbish disposal site is now refusing 

to take rubbish from Surrey residents.  ID and proof of residence is requested at the 

entrance to the site.  

10 Any Other Business: None. 

 

The meeting ended at 9pm.  

 

The next meeting is on Monday 13 January 2020. 


