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NEWDIGATE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Monday 11 November 2019 at 8pm at Newdigate Village Hall 

 

Present: Mr Bill Kear (Chairman), Mr Phill Crutcher, Mr Richard Tyson-Davies, Mr Peter 

Perdue, Mr Nick Procter, Mr Robin Gardner, Mr John Sage 

 

1 Apologies for Absence:  Mrs MacDonald, Mr Harmsworth 

 

2 Declarations of Interest:  Mr Crutcher (MO/2019/1724) 

 

3 Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 October:  The Minutes were proposed by Mr Perdue, 

seconded by Mr Tyson-Davies, and agreed by all who had been present at the meeting. 

 

4 Community Police Report: Mr Perdue said residents may sign up online for the “In the 

Know” emails from the Police.  This is a weekly service giving information about criminal 

activity in Mole Valley.  The following crimes in Newdigate have been reported since the 

last meeting: 

 Residential burglary Kingsland, garage door forced and power tools stolen. 

 Business burglary Capel Road, farm units broken into and generators stolen. 

 Domestic incident which has been “crimed”. 

 Other incidents called in: suspicious van in Henfold Lane; suspicious vehicle in 

Kingsland; two horses in the road, Village Street/Henfold Lane; online fraud reported to 

action fraud. 

 Total all incidents for the period 10:  suspicious circumstances 4; pets/domesticated 

animals 2; domestic incident 1; police stop 1; rowdy inconsiderate behaviour 1; 

abandoned call 1. 

 

5 Matters Arising  

5.1 Outdoor gym.  There was nothing to report as Mr Harmsworth had been unable to 

attend the meeting.  

5.2 There was a discussion about Newdigate Brickworks Nature Reserve and the 

work that needs to be done.  Councillors commented that not many people know 

of its existence and suggested that it needs to be advertised more widely.  

Possible funding from various sources was discussed.  It was pointed out that as 

Gatwick contribute to Surrey Wildlife some of that funding should be used for the 

necessary maintenance works at the Nature Reserve.  Fishing club members and 

other volunteers have done a lot of work on the paths recently and are doing their 

best to keep the overgrown undergrowth at bay, but considerable work on the site 

is now needed to make up for years of neglect.  Mr Kear said he was meeting a 

representative of Surrey Wildlife Trust the following day to discuss future funding 

and management of the site. 

 

6 Correspondence and Reports 

6.1 A letter had been received from Mr Thwaites of the Newdigate branch of the 

Royal British Legion thanking the Parish Council for its donation to this year’s 

Poppy Appeal and detailing the support given by the RBL to service men and 

women, many of whom are still engaged in high risk areas around the world.  
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Support is given to individuals through care and respite homes, resettlement 

courses, home help, and the Battle Back centre at Lilleshall. 

6.2 Emails objecting to the proposal to put a roof over the seat near the Church had 

been received and Mr Gardner said he had also spoken to several local people 

none of whom were in favour of the proposal.  

6.3 Mr Perdue had attended the National Association of Local Council’s 2-day 

Conference.  Subjects addressed included cyber risk, national tree week, creating 

safer communities, loneliness affecting health outcomes, empowering young 

people, communicating effectively, transport and awards for parish council of the 

year.  A full report will be produced for the next meeting. 

6.4 A report about the Parish Council’s website was produced by the clerk.  The 

recommendation to trial Google Adwords for 3-months to facilitate website 

visibility was proposed by Mr Crutcher, seconded by Mr Perdue and agreed by all 

present. 

6.5 The clerk had distributed draft emergency response plans to Councillors for 

consideration.  Once the plans are agreed, a short version will be published on 

the website and will be available to any resident on request. 

 

7 Finance 

 7.1 It was reported that an interim audit will take place on 3 December. 

 7.2 Bank Balances at 30 November 2019  

     Current Account        £100.00 

                         Reserve Account (reconciled)          £24,330.93 

                      Receipts since 31 October bank statement 

      VAT refund              £3,158.57 

    Bank interest          £4.33 

             Total Receipts        £3,162.90 

Payments 11 November 

  R Allen, 3 months website support &  

    maintenance Aug-Oct Invoice 358    £60.00  

 J Roberts Ltd, 6 months salary &  

  PAYE service Apr-Sep, Invoice 3343   £90.00 

  L Bignell, refund office supplies & 

  stamps March-October       £35.69 

  Clerk Salary      £427.19 

  Clerk Allowances      £41.67 

  HMRC tax     £134.40 

    Total Payments             £788.95 

Payments were proposed by Mr Crutcher, seconded by Mr Perdue and agreed 

by all present.  Cheques were signed by Mr Kear and Mr Crutcher. 

 

8 Planning & Highways  

8.1      Planning Applications considered: 

MO/2019/1724 Land at Oak Barn, Rusper Road, Newdigate: erection of a stable 

block with concrete apron and associated use of land for keeping, exercising and 

grazing of horses.  There was some concern about possible over-development in 

the future. After discussion it was agreed that the application should be 

considered on its own merits and no comment should be made.   

MO/2019/1727 Hunters Moon, Burnt Oak Lane, Newdigate: erection of entrance 

gates, piers and brick walling and a single storey machinery store.  The gate and 

brick walling are already in place and it was considered that there is nothing 

objectionable about them. It was agreed to offer no comment on this application. 
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MO/2019/1805 Partridge Cottage, Partridge Lane, Newdigate: erect two dwellings.  

This is a revised application in the alternative to permission granted under 

MO/2018/1371 for erection of two dwellings following demolition of existing 

kennels and non-agricultural buildings.  Councillors were content with the new 

application and recommended approval. 

MO/2019/1857 The Chalet, Mill Lane, Newdigate: removal of conditions 4 and 5 of 

approved planning permission MO/2019/1277 for the demolition of an existing 

dwelling and erection of a replacement dwelling, to remove restrictions on the 

erection of extensions and garden buildings.  After discussion it was agreed to 

recommend approval of this application. 

 

8.2 Rights of Way: nothing to report. 

 

8.3 Trig Street Footpath/Bridleway.  Mr Tyson-Davies gave an update on the current 

situation.  He asked if anyone knew how long the pine wood has been there.  A 

progress meeting with Ibstock and Surrey Highways will be arranged shortly.  

 

8.4 Traffic Calming, Road Safety Survey.  Mr Procter said the road safety survey had 

been distributed with this month’s issue of the Village Magazine and he would be 

analysing the replies in time for the December meeting.  Meetings arranged by 

County Councillor Helyn Clack with Surrey Highways and local parishes had been 

very helpful in explaining what is achievable to make rural roads safer.  There was a 

discussion about Speedwatch schemes, which seems to work quite well in other 

areas.  Mr Perdue produced a large bin sticker showing a suggested speed of 20 

miles an hour which residents in Rusper are placing on their wheelie bins.  It was 

agreed that this was a good way to draw the attention of drivers to their speed, even 

though the bins are only placed on the edge of properties once a week. 

It was proposed by Mr Kear, seconded by Mr Perdue and agreed by all present that 

£500 should be set aside for the purchase of similar speed stickers for use by 

Newdigate residents. 

 

8.5 Gatwick.  Mr Procter had attended two meetings in the past week.  The first 

meeting was about Route 4 changes.  Designers had explained the options and it 

was felt that further dispersion would be the best option for the village.  Any 

suggested changes would need to go through an approval process first.  Mr Procter 

will be attending a further workshop in late November.  The evening meeting had 

considered the emergency runway upgrade proposal which would result in more 

flights, more cars, more people.  Crawley see this as a good thing for business, but 

the current transport infrastructure is inadequate and the train service is poor.  

Councillors discussed the various options.   

 

9 Public Comments & Questions   

(i) On traffic calming, a resident said problems seemed to arise in the rush hour and 

suggested writing to the parents who drive their children to school.  Mr Procter said 

those drivers do not tend to drive too fast through the village.  He suggested 

extending the 30 mile an hour limit and introducing Speedwatch. 

(ii) A resident referred to the huge housing development taking place around Horsham 

and asked if anything was being done to get Surrey County Council and West 

Sussex County Council to resurrect the dual carriageway through to Warnham.  Mr 

Procter said that question had been raised at a meeting with Surrey Highways 

earlier in the day because congestion and the lack of good A roads was causing 

more drivers to use rural roads more frequently. 
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(iii) A resident asked if flooding had been identified in the emergency plans.  It was 

confirmed that this has been included in the risk assessment contained in the plans. 

(iv) A resident wanted to know why the Council was saying “no comment” in response 

to some of the planning applications.  The way that Mole Valley handles comments 

about planning applications was explained.  Any resident who wishes to object to 

any planning application should write to Mole Valley.   

(v) Mr Crutcher thanked Don Thwaites for his much-valued work with the RBL on behalf 

of service men and women.  There had been a good turnout at the Remembrance 

Service on Sunday and it was good to see so many young people there. 

(vi) Mr Tyson-Davies said there is a Surrey Hills symposium about how nature can 

improve society’s health and wellbeing.  This will be held on 27 November from 6 

until 8pm at the University of Surrey in Guildford.   

(vii) Mr Tyson-Davies produced a very useful brochure from Surrey Hills on the subject 

of environmental design guidance.  Although prepared for the area designated as 

Surrey Hills, there is helpful advice about signage, road markings, and de-cluttering 

which is relevant to Newdigate and other rural villages outside that area. 

 

10 Any Other Business (to be considered at a future meeting): Mr Tyson-Davies said he 

had sent a note to Councillors regarding the Horse Hill drilling matter which had been dealt 

with by the Parish Council at the previous meeting.  He had attended a presentation more 

recently, together with Mr Perdue, and asked for it to be discussed again at the next 

meeting of the Parish Council, because it appeared that Surrey Council had made its 

decision without taking into account certain information.  The Chairman agreed that this 

should be included on next month’s agenda. 

 

 

The meeting ended at 8.50pm.   

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Monday 9 December 2019. 


