
 

NEWDIGATE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Monday 14 October 2019 at 8pm at Newdigate Village Hall 
 

Present: Mr Bill Kear (Chairman), Mr William Harmsworth, Mr Nick Procter,  

Mrs Sarah MacDonald, Mr Richard Tyson-Davies, Mr Peter Perdue,  

Mr Robin Gardner  

 

 

1 Apologies for Absence: Mr Crutcher, Mr Sage 
  

2 Declarations of Interest: Mr Kear (MO/2019/1707), Mr Proctor (MO/2019/1650) 

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9 September 2019: The 

Minutes were proposed by Mr Harmsworth, seconded by Mr Perdue, agreed by all 

present and signed by the Chairman. 

 
4 Community Police Report:  

Surrey Police are recruiting for more officers and running careers events locally. 

The Crime Recorded list for the month since 10 September is as follows: 

 Intent to cause distress or anxiety. 

 Window smashed to gain entry. Nothing taken. 

 Domestic incident. 

 Theft of motor vehicle. 

 Incidents Called in to Police were as follows: 

Vehicle registration plates which have been cloned. 

Suspicious activity where a ribbon has been tied to a branch of a hedge. 

Vehicle hit a deer and gone off the road.  No injuries. 

Report of drink driving. 

Man sat in the middle of the road possibly intoxicated, found and taken home. 

Mr Perdue said the police are reminding people to continue to be vigilant and lock 

everything up to prevent thefts.  The shortage of transit sites in Surrey where 

travellers illegally occupying other people’s land can be moved on to was 

discussed.  Several areas were mentioned by Councillors.  Mrs Helyn Clack (SCC 

Councillor) confirmed that there are lots of private sites in Surrey but a shortage of 

SCC-owned ones. Surrey Police are now actively recruiting for more officers and 

are running careers events locally. 

 

5 Matters Arising   

5.1 Litter pick on 21 September: Mr Perdue said 2 bags had been collected in 

the area he covered. Mr Crutcher was unable to attend the meeting but had 

reported a good turnout of volunteers with all the main areas being covered 

and 10 bags of litter collected in total. Mr Tyson-Davies suggested fixing 

dates in advance for the litter pick each year - the second week in March 

and second week in November.  

5.2 Outdoor gym/multi use games area. Mr Harmsworth had received a 

proposal from another company supplying outdoor gym equipment and the 

prices quoted were between £6,500 and £9,000, depending on choice of 



 

equipment, which comes in bundles of 8 or 12 units.  It is believed that 

grant money is available from several sources. Mr Harmsworth is looking 

for resurfacing prices and it might be necessary to do patching as well. 

5.3 Mr Perdue had attended the Campaign for Rural England’s AGM on 14 

September where it was said that fly tipping is the main problem.  However, 

the authorities say it is “not proven” that closures of communal waste disposal 

facilities cause fly tipping.  

5.4 Rural Crime Engagement Meeting on 18 September.  Fly tipping was 

discussed at this meeting also.  There are new agencies to deal with various 

rural problems and one of them is looking to prosecute fly tippers. Others will 

be dealing with dogs that worry livestock and off roading. 

5.5 A resident at the previous meeting had asked if warning signs could be 

erected during the spring and autumn each year when toads and frogs cross 

Hogspudding Lane.  Surrey Highways do not provide these signs but say 

signs may be erected on private property at the owner's expense. Signs must 

not be placed on the highway verges owned by SCC. 

5.6 Road markings at the bridge end of Broad Lane need to be renewed. Surrey 

Highways have this job on their “to do” list.  A date cannot be given at this 

stage but the work will be done when the contractors are next in the area. Mr 

Proctor wondered why it had been possible to upgrade Henfold Lane and 

roads in Leigh but not do the minor work in Broad Lane. 

 

6 Correspondence and Reports  

6.1 There had been complaints from residents about water leaking from a BT 

manhole cover opposite Kiln Cottages in Partridge Lane.  The water turns 

to ice in cold weather and creates an extra hazard for motorists.  Reports to 

SCC have been made and the problem has been logged.  The Chairman 

had spoken to Surrey Highways and the ditches have been cleared, but 

water continues to leak from the manhole cover.  Neither BT nor the Water 

Company are prepared to say it is their problem but investigations continue.  

6.2 A request for funding the start-up of a Voluntary Car Scheme for the village 

had been received.  This was discussed under agenda item 7.  

6.3 A request for funding assistance to restore Newdigate Brickworks Nature 

Reserve had been received. This was discussed under agenda item 7.   

6.4 Salfords and Sidlow Parish Council had asked if Newdigate PC would be 

supporting a possible Judicial Review by Weald Action Group against SCC 

in respect of the Horse Hill Drilling. Councillors considered this matter and 

decided it was not something they wish to pursue.    

6.5 Surrey Association of Local Councils.  Mr Perdue gave the Council his 

report from the September meeting of SALC.  Mr Perdue asked  if 

Newdigate Parish Council thought it was a good idea to join with other 

Parish Councils in Mole Valley to form an association to create a larger 

voice when talking to Mole Valley.  Horsham already has a similar 

arrangement which works well in their area.  Councillors agreed this was a 

good idea and the Clerk was asked to contact the other parish councils. 

Village plans had also been discussed at the SALC meeting and the advice 

was that unless the Newdigate Village Plan is in line with the Mole Valley 

Plan it would be a waste of money. The Chairman asked if this would be 

revisited at Christmas.  Mr Harmsworth said he had attended a Rural 



 

Housing Conference in September with Mr Sage and further information  

was awaited from Mole Valley. There is a distinct urban/rural split with the 

number of parish councils in the southern area of Mole Valley about the 

necessity to revisit what the need is. Interest had also been expressed in 

working with some of the organisations represented at the Rural Housing 

Conference. 

6.6 Problems accessing the Parish Council website via Google and Bing 

search engines had been raised by Mr Tyson-Davies at the previous 

meeting. The Clerk had made several enquiries of experts in the field about 

how to fix this problem and some amendments had been made which are 

expected to improve website visibility in time. The Clerk said she would 

give a full report at the next meeting together with a recommendation 

involving expenditure, which would need the approval of the Council. 

  

7       Finance 

7.1 Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting on 7 October for discussion and 

adoption. The Minutes were proposed by Mr Harmsworth, seconded by Mr 

Perdue and agreed by all present. 

Recommendations had been made by the Finance Committee regarding 

how to allocate the extra income available from the Community 

Infrastructure Levy, and other extra income generated since the budget had 

been set.  The following suggestions had been put forward: 

Newdigate Brickworks Nature Reserve refurbishment works £2,500 

Volunteer Driver Transport Scheme set-up costs   £1,000 

Traffic Calming measures following survey responses  £1,000 

Community Centre Outdoor Gym equipment    £3,000 

Roof over seat outside Church        £500 

These projects were discussed and the suggested allocations agreed by 

the Council.  No grant had been included for the Trig Street bridleway 

upgrade at this stage because the project has met an administrative hurdle 

which first needs to be overcome before working out exactly what needs to 

be done and how much it is going to cost.  

 

7.2 Bank Balances at 30 September 2019  
     Current Account         £100.00  
                      Reserve Account (reconciled)                              £22,989.27  
 Receipts since 13 August    
      Precept                         £5,716.50 

   Allotment rents         £80.00 

   Bank interest (Aug/Sep)            £7.54 

              Total Receipts        £5,804.04  
     Payments 14 October 

  Charlwood PC share phone/broadband £264.49 
  for 2018-19, reissued cheque 

  SES water for allotments Apr-Sept    £13.93 

   Poppy Appeal     £100.00 

  HCI Data domain name 2 years    £86.40 

  SLCC CiLCA fees 1 year   £350.00 

  SALC CiLCA support 1 year   £320.00 

  Clerk Salary plus 9 hours for CiLCA  £537.95 



 

  Allowances       £41.67 

  HMRC tax     £106.80 

     Total Payments      £1,821.24 
 

Payments were proposed by Mr Harmsworth, seconded by Mr Perdue 
and agreed by all present.  Cheques were signed by Mr Kear and Mr 
Harmsworth. 

 

8 Planning & Highways  

8.1 Planning Applications to be considered:  

(i) Five Acres, Partridge Lane, Newdigate. MO/2019/1512 Certificate of 
lawfulness for existing use of mobile home as a residential dwelling for 
a period in excess of four years, MO/2019/1513 Certificate of 
lawfulness for an existing development in respect of outbuildings B, C, 
D for stables, stores and tack room for a period in excess of four 
years, MO/2019/1514 Erection of building known as Building A for use 
as garage and store for hay and machinery.  There was no comment 
about the application for a certificate of lawfulness for existing use of 
the mobile home as a residential dwelling.  In relation to the other two 
applications, it was pointed out that the buildings are out of sight, they 
have been there a number of years, the occupants are quiet and 
create no disturbance in the area. There was comment about possible 
over-development on the site, with the various buildings making it a 
bigger business.  Provided there is no further development, the Parish 
Council has no objection to these three applications.    

(ii) MO/2019/1581. Old Brewery Cottage, Parkgate Road. Application for 
erection of a single storey rear extension and first floor side extension. 
There was no objection. 

(iii) MO/2019/1650. Croft Cottage, Ewood Lane. Application for change of 
use of garage to habitable accommodation with external alterations to 
include an attached link to dwelling house and insertion of windows. It 
was considered that the development would not have an adverse impact 
on the appearance of the existing property and it would not constitute a 
dominant feature in the landscape or detract from the rural character of 
the area.  Provided the development is considered to be ancillary to the 
domestic dwelling, the Council has no objection to it. 

(iv) MO/2019/1661. Land south of Lansdown, Hogspudding Lane. Remove 
one oak tree (in group of trees marked G1 on submitted plan) crown 
clean 6 oak trees (marked T2, T3, T5, T6, T7 and T8) by removing 
crossing, broken or hanging branches and crown lift to 3 metres 
(includes removal of dead wood – exempt works).  Councillors were 
unable to identify either on the photographs, or on the attached plan 
within the grouping marked G1, the one oak tree which the applicants 
wish to remove. Site visits had been made by councillors and they were 
still unable to identify which oak tree the felling application refers to. It 
was pointed out that the application lacks a tree report.  The Parish 
Council requested a tree report to identify and confirm if the trees are in 
the condition they are claimed to be in and are unsafe, in which case 
they should be removed.   

(v) MO/2019/1707.  Land at Rolls Farmhouse, Partridge Lane. Mr  
Harmsworth acted as chairman for this application.   Mr Tyson-Davies 
said the buildings had been in use without consent for over 5 years for 
industrial business purposes.  The applicants had put in a 
retrospective application to allow this activity which the Parish Council 



 

considered inappropriate.  Mole Valley had refused the application 
and the applicants went to appeal.  After a protracted appeal the 
Inspector agreed it was inappropriate and required the operation to 
cease.  They now have a year to cease “arboricultural activities”.  If 
the current application which relates to the continued use of two 
buildings on the site is allowed it will circumvent the judgement of the 
Planning Inspector. After discussion the Councillors agreed that the 
proposal is inappropriate and recommend that Mole Valley goes back 
to the Inspector to ask for further clarification if necessary.  The Parish 
Council therefore repeats its previous objection and recommends that 
this application be refused.   

(vi) The following planning matters were noted: (a) Appeal by Oak Tree 
Farm against MVDC’s refusal to grant planning permission for 
agricultural barn for storage; (b) Planning application by Kilmarnock 
Horse Rescue relocating from Crawley area to Ridgefield House, 
Norwood Hill. MO/2019/1326.  

 
8.2 Rights of Way.  Mr Tyson-Davies said several Councillors and members of 

the public had attended SCC’s Voluntary Footpath Warden presentation at 
the Village Hall on 30 September.  Several people have now signed up as 
Footpath Wardens and can be called upon to help cut back vegetation when 
necessary.  

 
8.3 Trig Street Footpath/Bridleway upgrade.  Mr Tyson-Davies had circulated 

a detailed report to the Council for consideration and approval. Complications 
have arisen over who should be responsible for the long term upkeep of a 
new bridleway.  Neither Ibstocks nor the Parish Council are able to take on 
this responsibility, so using the Express Dedication under Common Law 
vehicle to kickstart the project is not possible.  It will therefore be necessary to 
go back to the Surrey Access team to ask them to take on the responsibility.  
Finance will need to be raised locally and Ibstocks have offered to provide 
hardcore material for the upgrade. A diversion of the footpath/ bridleway in 
the area around the Brickworks owing to planned clay extraction in the future 
is under consideration currently by Ibstocks.  Mrs Clack suggested it would be 
a better idea to combine the diversionary works with the upgrade.  There are 
a number of organisations which could be approached for a grant including 
the London Marathon Trust and Mrs Clack said she would support any bids 
for financing the works. 

 
8.4 Traffic Calming. Mr Proctor together with Mr Perdue and Mr Sage had 

produced a Traffic Survey Response Form based on recommendations given 
in the 2020 Consultancy Traffic Report and in similar format to Charlwood’s 
survey.  This will be circulated shortly to all residents, for return by the end of 
November. Collection boxes for the completed forms will be placed at several 
places including the Surrey Oaks pub and Bob’s Shop.  The survey form may 
also be returned by email to clerk@newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk.  
Responses will be analysed and a report produced at a future meeting.  One 
of the safety measures under active consideration is the setting up of a 
Speedwatch scheme which will depend on safe locations being identified by 
the Police.  Six volunteers will be needed and training and equipment will be 
provided by the Police. 

 
8.5 Mole Valley’s Local Plan.  Public consultation on the Plan has been 

postponed by Mole Valley until February-March next year as it was felt the 

mailto:clerk@newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk


 

originally planned autumn consultation might possibly be held up by a general 
election. 

 
8.6 The Village Plan. This will be considered when more details are available 

about Mole Valley’s Local Plan.    
 
8.7 Gatwick Update.  Mr Proctor said a roadshow has been going around the 

villages providing information about Gatwick’s Master Plan to substantially 
increase the number of passengers using the airport.  Mrs Clack said she is 
Vice Chairman of GATCOM and sits on the Noise Board. The existing runway 
currently serves 43 million passengers a year and the plan is to increase 
passenger numbers to 53 million using just one runway and up to 73 million 
passengers by using the second runway.  Residents of areas around the 
airport will be subjected to an increased volume of cars on rural roads which 
are unsuitable for heavy traffic.  Mrs Clack asked everyone to object to the 
expansion plans.  

  
9 Public Comments & Questions: 

(i)  A resident said she wished to correct a slight misconception about a bridleway 
only being for horses.  The Trig Street footpath is currently very muddy for 
pedestrians and will remain so for the rest of the winter, whereas a bridleway can be 
used all year round.  Mr Gardner said he worked on canals and it had been found 
that horses and cyclists speed along bridleways creating a hazard for pedestrians.   

(ii) A resident was concerned about supplies being laid into a site at Hogspudding 
Lane.  The Chairman said they are entitled to put services into a piece of land even if 
there is no building on it.   

(iii) A resident asked why money could not be found to restore faded road markings 
and it was explained that the work will be done when the contractor is next in the 
area. 

 

10 Any Other Business: None. 

 

 

The meeting ended at 9.20pm. 


