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NEWDIGATE PARISH COUNCIL 

  

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
held on Monday 8 July 2019 at 8pm at Newdigate Village Hall  

 

 
Present: Mr Bill Kear (Chairman), Mr Phill Crutcher, Mr William Harmsworth, Mr 

Nick Procter, Mrs Sarah MacDonald, Mr Richard Tyson-Davies, Mr Peter 
Perdue, Mr Robin Gardner 

 
1      Apologies for Absence: John Sage, Lesley Bushnell 
 
2 Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 June 2019 
 The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
  

3 Declarations of Interest: None 
  

4 Community Police Report 
The crime report for 11 June to 8 July showed the following crimes recorded: 
Dangerous driving – fail to stop/crashed in Henfold Lane.  Two arrested, under 
investigation. 
Common assault and battery – suspects swung a golf club at the victim in 
Rusper Road, under investigation. 
Domestic incident – filed 
Missing person – filed 
The crime report showed the following incidents called in to the Police: 

 Domestic incident – 3 
Road traffic collision damage only – 2 
Suspicious circumstances – 2 
Road related offence - 1  
Missing person - 1 
Abandoned vehicle not stolen or causing obstruction - 1 
Hoax call - 1 

 
5 Matters Arising 

5.1 Village Noticeboards: These have been installed.   
5.2 Litter picking:  The morning of Saturday 21 September agreed. Mr 

Crutcher to organise.  
5.3 Cycling: The organisers of the Dulux cycling event in May have now 

confirmed to the Parish Council that they did inform both the Surrey 
Police and Surrey County Council about this proposed event on two 
separate occasions and well in advance of it taking place.  

   

6 Correspondence 
6.1 Scope charity have written asking if there is a suitable location in 

Newdigate to install a textile recycling facility. Mr Harmsworth agreed to 
progress this with NCC. 

6.2 The Parish Council confirmed its formal reappointment of Celia Weller as 
Trustee of the Henry Smith Charity from 2019 to 2022. 

6.3 Horsham District Council have written to say that a Warnham 
Neighbourhood Plan has been ‘made’. This is available for inspection on 
Horsham District Council’s and Warnham Parish Council’s website. 
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6.4 An enquiry had been received regarding an outdoor gym project. Mr 
Harmsworth agreed to progress this and report back. 

 
7 Finance 

7.1 Final accounts and recommendations from the Internal Auditors were 
proposed by Mr Kear, seconded by Mr Harmsworth and adopted.  

7.2 The Certificate of Exemption for 2018-2019 was signed by the Chairman 
for submission to the External Auditors PKF Littlejohn. 

7.3 The minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting on 5 July were proposed 
by Mr Harmsworth, seconded by Mr Kear and adopted by the Council. 

7.4 Bank Balances and Payments 
 Balances 

  Current Account at 28 June 2019              £100.00 
Reserve Account at 28 June 2019  £20,012.51 
Payments  
Mulberry & Co, Auditor, Inv.5113        £455.76 
S Fenner, making/installing noticeboards      £1,781.00 
NALC/SSALC subs 2019/20, Inv.2186       £564.83 
SSALC Councillors Briefing (2) Inv.13351      £168.00 
NCC Hall Hire  16.07.18. Inv.2251         £27.50  
Clerk Salary June          £427.07 

  HMRC tax           £106.80 

Clerk Allowances               £41.67 
                 Total              £3,572.63  
  

Mr Kear proposed, Mr Crutcher seconded that these payments be approved.  
Agreed unanimously.  Cheques signed by Mr Kear and Mrs MacDonald. 

  
8 Planning and Highways 
 8.1 Applications and Decisions to 28 June 2019 

MO/2019/0877 Two Oaks, Hoggspudding Lane. Erect decking, posts, 
balustrades and steps.  No comment. 
MO/2019/0883  Oak Tree Farm, Partridge Lane. Erect agricultural barn 
for storage of hay and machinery.  No comment. 
MO/2019/0916  Rusper Track, Rusper Road. Erect gate, fence and earth 
bund, enlarge hardstanding and access.  The site is in new ownership.  
There were breach complaints about the site when in previous 
ownership some time ago which were not followed up at that time.  
Development is again taking place and causing great concern.  Several 
residents have objected and the Parish Council will also be writing to 
object. (Clerk wrote objecting. Information received subsequently that 
the application will be refused and enforcement proceedings started.) 

The following MVDC Decisions were noted: 
MO/2019/0416  Partridge Cottage, Partridge Lane. Conversion of store 
to dwelling. Refused. 
MO/2019/0686  Russley Acres, Partridge Lane.  Prior notification change 
of use from storage to dwelling.  Prior approval refused. 
2016/234/ENF  Rolls Farmhouse, Partridge Lane. Enforcement appeal 
dismissed. 
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MO/2019/0604  Happy Paddocks, south of Wellpools Farm. Toilet 
extension to farm office, goat accommodation, general purpose 
agricultural building. Approved with conditions. 
MO/2019/0928  Land north east of Woodlands Farm.  Change of use. 
Prior approval refused. 
MO/2019/0738  Oak Barn, Rusper Road. Garage/store. No further 
action. 
 
 

8.2 Rights of Way/Bridleways 

 
(a)  Mr Tyson-Davies said he had not made any progress in arranging a 
training session with Surrey County Council for people interested in 
helping cut back vegetation that overhangs footpaths.  He is looking to 
do this in September. SCC provide equipment and insurance for those 
carrying out the work. The Chairman suggested it would be convenient 
to hold the training session at 7pm on 9 September, immediately prior to 
the next meeting of the Parish Council at 8pm. This was agreed. 
 
(b)  Mr Tyson-Davies had provided a report and hand-drawn plan to 
Councillors on the Trigg Street footpath/bridleway project which would 
make the path usable for pedestrians throughout the year, as well as 
horse riders and cyclists. This was discussed in detail.  Further 
consultations are necessary and funding will be sought from several 
sources. It will be necessary to produce a detailed specification of the 
work that needs to be done in order to raise funding. The Chairman said 
he would work with Mr Tyson-Davies on this and thanked him for his 
work on the project so far. 
  

8.3 Newdigate 2030 and Future Mole Valley:  
 District Councillor Mary Huggins gave an update on the timetable.  The 

new administration decided to put back Future Mole Valley by 4 months.  
There was an extraordinary meeting to finalise what is going to go in the 
consultation.  This will go to cabinet in October.  The papers for that will 
be out on 23 September and it will be in the public domain.  It will then 
go to public consultation, finishing at the beginning of December. 

 
8.4 Traffic Calming and 2020 Traffic Survey:  
 

(a)  A meeting with 2020 Consultancy and Surrey Highways will take 
place in Ockley on 25 July.  This will be attended by representatives 
from several Parish Councils. Mr Perdue, Mr Proctor and the Clerk will 
be attending on behalf of Newdigate. 
 
(b)  Mr Proctor said he had been in a café in Charlwood where a traffic 
consultation response form was being distributed to residents.  He 
suggested this would be a good idea for Newdigate and had produced a 
first draft of a response form. It was agreed that this was a good idea 
and should be progressed. 
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 9 Public Comments and Questions 
 

 (a)  Cllr Mary Huggins said she had seen the item about litter in the 
minutes of the previous meeting.  She said Keep Britain Tidy had a new 
campaign called “DON’T BE A TO53ER” and there would be a motion at 
the full Council meeting that Mole Valley would support this. 

 
 (b)  Cllr Mary Huggins, as Chairman of the District Council, extended an 

invitation to Parish Councillors and friends to attend her Civic Service 
Reception on Sunday 14 July at St Martin’s Church in Dorking at 3pm. 

 
 (c)  Concern was raised about some overgrown hedgerows along Village 

Street and Parkgate impeding pedestrians.  It was suggested that letters 
be written to property owners asking them to cut hedges back.  The 
Clerk was asked to email a draft letter to Mr Crutcher.  Mr Perdue 
offered to knock on doors and/or deliver the letters. 

 
 (d)  A resident said he thought the Parish Council was not taking 

decisions about matters he felt they should be considering. Mrs 
MacDonald said she would speak to him about this after the meeting.  
The Chairman said there are times when things may not be discussed 
because they are confidential and he would speak to the resident after 
the meeting.  He said it should also be noted that there have been 
several occasions when the District Council does not take notice of what 
the Parish Council has recommended and this is a common complaint 
from other Parishes in Mole Valley.  Cllr Mary Huggins asked the Parish 
Council to let her know when this occurs and she would take up the 
matter with the appropriate officers.  

  
(Clerk’s note: The Parish Council is legally entitled to exclude the 
public from its meetings at any time when confidential matters are 
discussed.)   

  

10 Any Other Business: None. 
 

 

The meeting finished at 8.50pm. 
 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 9 September  
2019 at 8pm in Newdigate Village Hall. 


