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NEWDIGATE PARISH COUNCIL 
  

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
held on Monday 8 April 2019 at Newdigate Village Hall  

 
Present: Mr Bill Kear (Chairman), Mr Phil Crutcher, Mr Neil Austin, Mr Bob 

Bettesworth, Mr William Harmsworth, Mrs Sarah MacDonald, Mr Peter 
Perdue, Mr Nick Procter, Mr Richard Tyson-Davies 

 
1 Apologies for Absence 

 None. 
 
2 Declarations of Interest 
 None. 
 
3 Community Police Report 
 Mr Austin informed the meeting about a report of suspected poaching in 

Parkgate on 12 March where two vehicles and flashlights had been observed 
in a field.  

 
4 Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 11 March 2019 
 The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11 March 2019 were 

proposed by Mr Tyson-Davies, seconded by Mr Procter, agreed unanimously 
and signed by the Chairman. 

 
5 Matters Arising 
 
 5.1 Noticeboards  
 Mr Procter said he currently had two quotes for the new noticeboards 

and was awaiting a third from a village supplier. However, the budget 
allocated may be too low, given the style and quality of noticeboards 
required.  The Chairman suggested increasing the budget if necessary 
and it was agreed that this be considered at the next meeting when 
further quotes would be available. 

 
 5.2 Village Sign 

 It was reported that the new village sign was ready for installation.  On 
further inspection the metal support for the sign was found to be in 
need of repair and refurbishment.  This work would be completed within 
the next two or three weeks and the new sign can then be installed.  

 
 5.3 Horse Hill Planning Application and Earthquake Events 

 A letter to Surrey County Council in response to the planning 
application at Horse Hill had been prepared by Mr Austin and Mr 
Harmsworth and was circulated to the meeting. A draft of the letter had 
been shown to the local MP who had written in reply. It was proposed 
by Mr Crutcher, seconded by the Chairman, and agreed unanimously 
that the letter be sent to Surrey County Council, with copies to several 
other organisations and individuals.  Mr Austin said he would provide 
the list of recipients to the Clerk.   
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 5.4 Parishes in Bloom 

 Mr Harmsworth said he was making enquiries of the Horticultural 
Society to see if there was any local interest in taking part in the event. 

 
 5.5 Noise Monitor 

 Mr Proctor reported that he had chased this and hopefully it would be 
installed this month. 

 
6 Correspondence 
 

6.1 To note Parish and District Elections on 2 May and the application 
of Purdah   

 It was reported that there would be a contested election for the 9 
vacancies on the Parish Council.  Mole Valley District Council had 
provided a guidance paper on publicity during the period of Purdah 
which commenced on 22 March and ends on 2 May. 

 
6.2 To note a 5 per cent increase in Parish Hall hire fees with effect 

from 22 April 2019 
Noted. 

 
6.3 Invitation for Gatwick Tour 
 It was noted that Parish Councillors and members of community groups 

had been invited to attend one of the Gatwick tours.  The dates 
available are 21 May and 18 June.   

 
7 Finance 
 

Balances as at 15 March 2019        
Current Account        £100.00 

Reserve Account   £18,782.76 

   Total  £18,881.76 

 Payments 
 SES Water: 30 Sept to 31 March 2019         £54.17 

 NCC Hall Hire, Invoice 2210        £137.50 
 Charlwood Copiers, Invoice 2768          £22.88 
     Total        £214.55 

 
 Mr Crutcher proposed and Mr Kear seconded that the payments above be 

approved.  This was agreed unanimously and the cheques were signed. 
  
8 Planning and Highways 
 
 8.1 Applications and Decisions to 29 March 2019 
 Planning Application MO/2019/0332. Newdigate School. Alterations 

to west elevation: window to be resized; central window replaced with 
door; new canopy over entrance. Councillors considered this 
application and agreed that no comment was required. 

 Planning Application MO/2019/0413.  Hunters Moon, Burnt Oak Lane.  
Erection of entrance gates, piers, brick walling and a machinery store, 
and for continued use of an existing outbuilding for car interior and 
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upholstery restoration (B2 use class).  Councillors were concerned 
about over-development on the site and noted the objections of 
neighbours regarding disturbance from activities on the site. The clerk 
was asked to write to Mole Valley DC stating the Parish Council’s 
concerns about the application.  

 MO/2019/0026. Holly Farm.  Prior notification for erection of rear 
extension. MVDC Decision: Prior approval not required. 
MO/2019/0350. Ewood Old Farmhouse. Erection of detached garage. 
Application withdrawn. 
MO/2019/0089. Halesbridge Farm.  Erection of two dwellings following 
demolition of outbuilding.  MVDC Decision: Application Refused. 
MO/2019/0125. Oak House. Erection of glazed link to connect house to 
outbuilding. MVDC Decision: Approved with conditions. 

 
 8.2 Rights of Way Sub-Committee 

 Mr Tyson-Davies gave details about meetings he had attended and 
reported that there had been a positive response from all parties to the 
idea of upgrading the footpath at Trig Street. He will send a full note to 
councillors and there will be a further meeting of the sub-committee to 
decide how to proceed. It will be necessary to investigate costings and 
how to fund the project. Ibstock have been very positive and helpful. 

 
 8.3 Bridleways 290 and 225 Enforcement Action 

 Mr Proctor reported that Surrey CC is doing a good job and progress is 
being made.  The fence has been realigned and bushes removed but 
the 8-foot posts still need to be removed.  Updated photographs 
showing the current situation with the posts would be sent to SCC 
shortly. 

 
 8.4 Speed Watch.  This has been deferred to a post-election meeting.  
 
 8.5 Newdigate 2030 and Future Mole Valley 

 Mr Harmsworth reported that he was in communication with a 
community trust regarding the housing development at Brockham with a 
view to using this as a possible model for Newdigate.    

 
 8.6 Assets of Community Value 

  There was nothing new to report at this time. 
 

8.7 Traffic Calming Project.  This has been deferred to a post-election 
meeting. 

 
 
9 Public Comments and Questions 
 

• A resident asked why litter picking had been left off the agenda and it 
was pointed out that it was nearly all done now.  If there is any more to 
be done, the equipment is available from Mr Tyson-Davies. 
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• On the subject of earthquakes, and conflicting evidence from various 
people about possible causation, a resident made the point that 
absence of evidence was not evidence of absence. 

 

• Concern was raised by a resident about an area in Hoggspudding Lane 
where work is going on to install underground services and an 
application has been made to build houses. A ditch has been blocked 
with builders’ rubble and Surrey CC has been informed.   

 

• A resident was concerned about a video on You Tube showing children 
playing at Oaklands Park House, which is a burnt-out private property in 
Partridge Lane. The matter had been reported by the Parish Council to 
MVDC, but they have no powers to demolish the building.  A further 
report has been made to MVDC environmental health department and 
a reply is awaited. 

 
10. Any Other Business 
 Regarding the Trig Street footpath and the Ibstock letter, Mrs MacDonald said 

that although the company do not mind bicycles using the footpath, she did 
not think bicycles were allowed to use them.  Mr Tyson-Davies agreed that it 
was technically an offence even though the landowner did not mind. 

 
 
The meeting finished at 8.55pm. 
 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 13 May 2019 at 
8pm in Newdigate Village Hall. 
 


