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NEWDIGATE PARISH COUNCIL 
www.newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk 

email: clerk@newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
Minutes dated 11 May 2026 

 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Cllr Phill Crutcher (Chair)(PC)  Cllr Bill Kear (V. Chair)(BK)  Cllr Ameeta Garga (AG)  

                       Cllr William Harmsworth (WH) Cllr Kirstie Havard (KH)  Cllr James Kennett (JK) 
                       Cllr Sarah Macdonald (SM) Cllr Peter Perdue (PP)  

 
ALSO PRESENT:     10  members of the public 

 

001/26 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2026/27 
Phill Crutcher welcomed all councillors and residents to the Annual Meeting of the Council.  As 
the chair seat was up for re-election to anyone who expressed an interest, nominations were 
called and Phill Crutcher expressed an interest.  Those present went to vote by show of hands 
and Phill Crutcher received the majority, therefore he was duly declared as Chairman for the 
coming year.  
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed.  
 

002/26 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR FOR 2026/27 
All present voted by show of hands and Bill Kear was elected as Vice Chair for the coming year.  
 

003/26 APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE RECEIVED 
None 
 

004/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
MO/2026/00554 – All councillors 
 

005/26 ACCEPTANCE OF LAST MINUTES 
All councillors approved the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 13 April 2026 and 
signed by the chairman.  
 

006/26 PUBLIC SESSION 
No questions raised from members of the public. 
 

007/26 COMMITTEE MEMBERS & AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 
The following members were appointed to the following committees for 2026/27 
 

• Planning Committee – PC BK WH JK SM PP 
• Finance Committee – PC BK WH PP 
• Staffing Committee – PC BK WH 

(The chairman will be elected at the first meeting of the relevant committee) 
 
 

To agree areas of responsibility for 2026/27 

http://www.newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@newdigateparishcouncil.gov.uk
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• Traffic Calming/Speed Watch/Crime Report  - PP 
• Brickworks/Surrey Wildlife Trust - BK 
• Allotments – AG/26 
• Website/Facebook - AG 
• Gatwick - KH 

 
008/26 COMMUNITY POLICY REPORT 

None received. 
 

009/26 CLERK REPORT 
a) Surrey Community Action Group (David Cowan) to be included in our June article. 
b) Surrey Highways have visited the pond at Church Lane.  Residents to continue to report 

any  culvert issues. 
 

010/26 
 

POLICIES & PROCEDURES 
a) CiLCA qualification has been completed by the Clerk. 
b) The Council adopted the General Power of Competence in accordance prescribed 

conditions Order 2021 and can confirm that Newdigate Parish Council meets the 
necessary criteria. 

c) Risk Management Policy, Asset Register and Risk Schedule were adopted by Council. 
d)    Council approved the Standing Orders & Financial Regulations. (no change) 
e) Council adopted the Terms of Reference for committees.  (no change) 
f) The grant request received from the Community Centre was discussed and Council 

members agreed to grant an initial sum of £3100 towards the multi surface installation. 
The finance committee will discuss at November meeting for further budget allocation. 

g) Council discussed the grant monies of £2000 from Gatwick Community Fund and agreed 
to allocate this towards footpath improvements to be carried out by Bill Kear Plant to 
make this more usable during the winter months. 

h) All councillors completed the revised Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms. 
 
 

011/26 INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
Councillors noted the training courses provided by Mulberrys.  Will review and advise Clerk 
which ones they would like to attend. 
 

 
012/26 

 
 
 

FINANCE MATTERS 

a) Councillors reviewed and ratified the End of Year Audit Report for 2025/26. 
b) Council noted and Certificate of Exemption – AGAR Form 2 for 2025/26. 
c) Council approved and ratified the AGAR Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 
d) Council approved and ratified the AGAR Section 2 – Accounting Statement 
e) Council noted the dates for Exercise of Public Rights (3 June – 14 July 2026) 
f) Council reviewed and ratified the accounting spreadsheets to NatWest balances sheet 
g) Council agreed the Brickwork account balance of £2,260.00 
h) Council agreed the Current account balance of £35,610.00  

 
i) Council approved the following BACs payments: 
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Zurich Insurance Annual renewal premium June 2026 
(June 2025 £469.41) 

£527.11 

Frost Family Annual Allotment Rent  £10.00 
HMRC Clerk Tax & NI for May £315.50 
Mulberrys Ltd End of Year Internal Audit £214.50 
Names & Co  Website & Address Hosting 2 year deal £276.95 
Names & Co Email boxes (unlimited)  £831.35 

013/26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING MATTERS 
a) Planning Committee minutes dated 4 May 2026 were approved by all present.  
b) Councillors discussed the planning applications received week ending 8 May 2025  

MO/2026/00530  
Location: RIVERDALE PADDOCKS, RUSPER ROAD, CAPEL, RH12 4PZ 

  Proposal: Partial demolition of the existing building resulting from combining 
  extant individual day rooms into a single combined day room, utility building and 
  site education space for use by the Gypsy and Traveller site occupants, together 
  with site landscaping. 
  Case Officer:   Aidan Gardner 
  Registration Date:  01/05/2026 
  NPC – No comment 
                        
 MO/2026/00543  Link 

               Location:  Land South of Cidermill Hatch, Partridge Lane, Newdigate, RH5 5BP 
               Proposal:   Variation of Condition 2 of approved application MO/2024/0514 (Appeal 
               Reference 3347934) for a proposed two pitch settled gypsy accommodation site to 
               allow an increase in the number of pitches to 6 and widening of the access. 
               Case Officer:   Donna Bulbeck 
               Registration Date:  01/05/2026 
               NPC – No comment 

 
  MO/2026/00553  Link 

               Location:  OAKLANDS PARK FARM, PARTRIDGE LANE, NEWDIGATE, RH5 5BU 
               Proposal:  Change of use of 3 No. buildings and 3 No. areas of hardstanding from 
               agricultural to mixed use. 
               Case Officer:   Donna Bulbeck 
               Registration Date:  06/05/2026 
               NPC – No comment 

 
  MO/2026/00554  Link 

               Location:  HATCHAM FARM, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE, RH5 5BX 
               Proposal: Change of use of land from agriculture to storage (Use Class B8) with 
               the installation of 49 storage containers. 
               Case Officer:   Donna Bulbeck 
               Registration Date:   06/05/2026 
               NPC – No comment 
 

https://molevalley-publicportal.statmap.co.uk/horizoNext/publicportal/planningapplications/129939
https://molevalley-publicportal.statmap.co.uk/horizoNext/publicportal/planningapplications/130066
https://molevalley-publicportal.statmap.co.uk/horizoNext/publicportal/planningapplications/129977
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c) To note decisions week ending 8th May 2026 
MO/2026/003 

              Location:  BARINGS FIELD FARM CUDWORTH LANE NEWDIGATE RH5 5BH 
               Proposal:  Prior notification for the change of use of an existing agricultural barn to 3 

  No. residential units (Use Class C3). 
  Decision:     PRIOR APPROVAL GRANTED 

            Decision Date:  29-Apr-2026 
 

d) To note appeal decisions week ending 8th May 2026 
MO/2025/02331  Link 

           Location:  LAND EAST OF PARTRIDGE LANE & CHARLWOOD ROAD (NOW KNOWN 
                                AS PADDOCK RISE FARM) NEWDIGATE RH5 5BP 
              Proposal:  Discharge of condition 2 of planning permission MO/2023/1554 and 
              Appeal Ref APP/C3620/W/24/3340899 for the stationing of 2 No. mobile homes for 
              occupation by agricultural workers for a temporary period of three years. Erection of  
              an agricultural barn and track. Change of use of land from agricultural to mixed use 
              agricultural and commercial equine. 
              Appeal Decision: DISMISSED 

 
 

014/26 PUBLIC SESSION 
Q.   A resident suggested the installation of self-closing gates at the footpath opposite Cudworth 
Park to improve the route for walkers and alike.  PC will visit the site and report back to Council. 
Q.  A resident asked if the visit from Surrey Community Action group David Cowan would be 
included in the article for June – Clerk actioned. 
Q.  Residents were pleased to see the Six Bells were open for a soft launch at the weekend. 
Q.  Cllr Kirstie Havard will action the replacement/improvement of the directional finger post 
sign at the top of Henfold Lane and the left-hand bend road sign near Hogspudding lane in 
liaison County Councillor Helyn Clack.    
 

 
      PART 2 (CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS - CLOSED TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC) 
      None  
       
      Meeting ended at 20.48 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Signature of Chairman……………….………………………………………………   Dated………………………….…. 

https://molevalley-publicportal.statmap.co.uk/horizoNext/publicportal/planningapplications/129002
https://molevalley-publicportal.statmap.co.uk/horizoNext/publicportal/planningapplications/129002
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