
Newdigate Parish Council 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting for registered electors of Newdigate took place at the Village Hall at 8pm 
on the evening of Monday 8 April.  The Annual Parish Meeting was followed by the normal monthly 
Parish Council meeting. Both meetings were well attended.  
 
The Annual Parish Meeting commenced with the Chairman’s report. There are ongoing meetings 
with Gatwick management about the problems created by Route 4 and overflying, and a noise 
monitor has now been placed in Ewood Lane.  Consultations continue on Mole Valley District 
Council’s Local Plan regarding Newdigate’s specific needs for housing for young people and older 
people downsizing.   
 
Local concerns about traffic problems in the parish have been tackled by the appointment of a 
specialist consultancy and after the elections in May the new Parish Council will analyse the results 
of the traffic survey. The Council continues to monitor planning applications, liaising with Highways 
on maintenance matters, and has set up a working group to evaluate and upgrade rights of way. 
Reports were also received from Newdigate Community Centre and St Peter’s Church on their 
activities in the past year and plans for the future. These reports will be available on the Parish 
Council website in due course.   
 
Owing to the elections on 2 May, and strict rules applying to the conduct of meetings during the 
period before the elections, there were no reports from the County and District Councillors. 
 
At the end of the Annual Parish Meeting there followed a brief period of non-musical chairs and 
paper-shuffling which resulted in all the Parish Councillors sitting in their normal positions facing 
residents for the start of the normal monthly Parish Council meeting. 
 
An update was given on what is being done by the Parish Council regarding the burning issue of the 
“swarm” of earthquakes in Newdigate and their possible causes.  A draft letter has been prepared 
and this received the unanimous approval of the Parish Council. It highlights the conflicting opinions 
of “experts” on causation and suggests a halt to drilling at the Horse Hill site would be appropriate 
until further research has been carried out.  The letter will be sent to Surrey County Council in 
response to the planning application and the text will be available on the Parish Council website in 
due course. It is also hoped that space can be found for its publication in the June edition of the 
Village Magazine. 
 
Quotes are still being obtained for replacement noticeboards.  The budget is proving difficult to 
meet, but it was confirmed that 3 quotes should be available at the next meeting.  There was an 
extensive report on activities during the past month from the Rights of Way sub-committee 
regarding possible upgrading of a footpath, followed by an update on work being done on a 
bridleway.  Further details of all matters discussed will be available in the minutes of the meeting 
which will be presented for adoption at the next meeting of the Parish Council and subsequently 
published on the website.  
 

The next Meeting of the Parish Council is on Monday 13 May at 8pm 
Public attendance at our meetings is very welcome 
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